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Our story is dated back Ln 1451, more than 500 Years ago.

n the fifteenth century people did not kmnow as ma nwy countries ano
continents as nowaoa Yys. They kmnew nothing about America, as it was

still undtiscovered...

Would you Like to travel across time Living this exciting adventure?
wWouldl You LLkee to Learn how a mawn and a nwatton discovered a new

continent? So, this is our dazzling voyage...




Cristobal Colow, one of the five sons of a wool merchant

and weaver, was born Ln Gewnoa, taly Ln 1451

As he Loved the sea, he went to
satl whewn he was a
child: first, as a cabin

bog and whewn he was 1.5,

|
he became a satlor. X ( /
Bverybody adwmired /{/
him because he was a " LS
very good sailor.
= |
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At the age of 20, Colén already worked as a captain for

several Genoese compantes, running the length of all the

routes of the Medtiterranean.




It was itn 1476, during a sea battle among
merchant seamen and pirates in the Cape
St.vincent, i the south of Portugal, whew his
ship caught fire. Despite the shipwreck, he swam
ashore and settled L Lagos, Portugal.

He Lived there for nine years.

it was then whew he started to mmake new
merchant voyages through the Atlantic Ocean,

satling from Lisbon to quinea.




During those thrilling travels he met
many seamen and discovered some of

the best kept secrets of the sea.

Thew he thought one of the really most
brilliant tdea tn the history: a new sea-

route...

- o ... | could arvive to the

Bast ndies by satling west instead

of east, crossing the Atlantic Ocean. No

owne has downe so up to now. - Colon
thinks.

He also thought it would be an exhausting and

-
7
N
( long voyage and perhaps it would be a failure...

But, although his idea seemed to be a real
madwness, he dectded to try it.



Colon was so delighted with his project that he
presented his Ldea to Ring _Johw (1 of Portugal.

- His Majesty - Coldn says. - | think you have
already heard about wmy project of arriving to the East
indies from the west. So, [ would

like you to help me economically.

- Mr. Colown - the leiwg rchLcs. -
Adfter having analized your crazy
Loea, my experts and | do not

believe L such a dangerous
voyage. Besides, | do not want to

waste my money. [ amn SO SDWH -

the king says finally.

//(



However, Colon far from betng
discouraged, felt an strong conviction

to continume with his adventure.

He odectoled to began reading some
books and materials related to his
project: historgj books, maps, Letters,
the reports of mathematician and
doctor Toscanellt, the reports of the
venetian traveller Marco Polo, who

had reached tndia bg crossing
AsLa...




Shortly after, Colow arrived
to southern Spain, at the port
of Palos de La Frontera, in
Huelva.

- L will present Mmy project

L the castilian court. |

am sure they do not Lgnore
me . — Coldn thinks.

Thew Castilla and Portugal were the only

countries tn which Colon could find all the

marttlme potethaL needed to make his destred
voyage.



Whew Coldwn arrived to the monastery of La Rébida, Huelva,

he decided to present his project to the Castile Catholic

Kings, king Fermando and queen tsabel.
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lt was n January 1486, after long negotiations whew the catholic
Mowarchs received Colon tn Aleald de Hewares, an tmportant village
of the Spain’s capital, Madrid.

He asked them to help him econowmically after explaining his great
project.

- Your Majesties, my great project consists of

crossing the Atlantic Ocean, sailing towards
the west in order to reach india, catay (China)
and Cipango (Japan).

- Mr. Coldwn - Ring Fermando replies. - After

having analized your great risky project, our
experts have recommended us not to approve Lt.

We are so sowg.
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ownce more, Colon recelved a negative reply. And... once more,
that negative answer did not discourage him.
At that time, Dugue de Medinacelli welcomed Colon in his

palace for two years.

It was thew that Colon continued studying all kinds of books,
maps, Letters... related to ndia and the way of reaching such

distant Lands.

As time passed, Colow recetved no

answer to embark upown his adventure...




Finally, the queen sabel seemed to be interested tn Colon”s project.
- Colon must meet with us again in granada! - the queen (sabel exclaims.

n December 1491, Colon met with the Catholic kings tn the outskirts of
qranada, a Spanish southern citg. But, there was a Little problem: in those
days, qranada was suffering a bloody war to throw the Arabs away from
catholic Spaiwn.
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Therefore, once again the experts rejected his huge project.

However, the Catholic kings promised him to reconsioler his plawn,

once the war was over.

This time Colbwn felt very sad and tired...
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At Last, whew the war was over and Ggranada was
conguered by the Catholics, the king Fernanolo

and the gqueen tsabel approved the project of
Cristobal Colow.

- Lthank Your Majesties. l certaLng wtll not

olisappoiwt You! - Ccoldén says.

fffff
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It was own 135 April 1492 whew our explorer signed a contract whereby the
newly discovered lands would be part of the Spanish Crowwn of Castile and
Aragbw. Besides, the Catholic Kings named Coldn as an adwmiral, vViceroy as

well as governor of the new lands. Also, Colon would receive one tenth of the
wealth obtained.

=
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The stgwn of this contract is kinowwn as “The Capitul,atiows o-f Santa Fé
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Then Colow travelled to Palos de La Frontera, a village of Huelva
(another southern city) with the aim of achieving the ships and the

crew wneeded to aaoompLish his dream.

Mw(-'ortuwatcl,g, our e)qaLorcr was not welcomed there and nobod Y

trusted L .

At first, as we ha\/ejust mentioned, -
4
the satlors doubted the success of

Colon”s project; but finally,
thanks to the help of the Pinzon
brothers, cspeciaLLg Martin Alonso,

TLa Santa Marvia” and the

others were two caravels, named
“LaPuinta’ and T La Nuaa .
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At Last, his dream was about to become a reaLLtg... t was on =2

August 1492 whew the expedition, led by Colon, sailed West
from Spain, aiming for the indies. The ships embarked from the
port of Palos de Lla Frontera with ninety sailors and two million of
maravedies (Spanish currency of the time).

The first stop was Ln the
canary lslands, where
they repaired the rudder
of “LaPinta” anod
modified the sails of “La
Niira.” Then they
continued Living thetr

real adventure towards

india, cata Y and
CLpango.
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The voyage was long and difficult. Sometimes, tn
the Atlantic Ocean, when the sea was rough, the
waves were so strong and high that the old ships were
continually tottering.

- Adwmiral, how much Longer before we get to tndies? -

ask meaticw’ctg the satlors.

- A Little Longer ... we must follow

towards the West - Colon answers.
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As the days passed by, the crew started to be more and more nervous
because they had not seen any land for weeks. When the satlors
dectded tojoiw to the expedition, they had no Ldea about the lLong and
difficult voyage over the blue sea.

- Adwiral, whew are we golng to

arvive? We are very tired! - the

crew exclaims.

Colown alwa Ys answers the
same: - A Little longer ... we are
closer and closer. Do not

worry so mueh!

However, the satlors
doubted of his words.
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So, as the tenston among the crew was tnereasing, on #

October a Little rebellion broke out.

- We must go back to home. If we do not turn back

now, we WLLL starve! coldn has already lost, he does not

Rinow exactly where to go - the rebels shout.

Thew own 10 October, the adventure was about to fatl, as the

wprising had continued to grow. It

f !
~ - > —

was even supported ba the

PLnzdn brothers.

Colon promiseol them they would turn
back tn = days L‘(:’CVI(ZU oo not finol any
Land.



Fortuwatel,a, theg had wot to return.
Adfter navigating for 72 days, during
the night of 11-12 October, satlor
Rodrigo de Triana saw a piece of Lanol

L the hortzown and shouted:

- Lawnd ho, Land ho!

Fiwau,g, Lt seemeed the dream

of Colown came true.

22



That day, on 12 October 1492 Colon and his
explorers Landed own the coast of the

quanahant sland and baptized it as

San Salvador. Currently, Lt Ls Located
ln the archipielago of

the Bahamas.

el 7y EBverybody was very
nappy. The whole

crew Yells out:
“Hurrah, long Live

Colon! ’
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Adfter that, they continued sailing until they arvived
at cuba and the island of Hispantola. There, the

wao T La Santa Maria” was sunk and as it was a
wooden ship, they decided to build the first
Spanish settlement tn the New
world. tt was knoww as the fort
of “La Navidad.”

At that moment, everyone thought
they were in the ndies. They never
even tmagined the possibility of
having just discovered a new

contlnent!
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Ow January 1493, the Adwiral ordered
the ships to be brought back to Spain.

Adfter a long and stormy voyage, <
the two caravels " La Q

Punta and La Niira”,
returned safely to
Spain.

Theg all were
recelved as heroes, Ln
the port of Palos de

La Frontera.
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Shortly afterwards, they travelled to Barcelona where they were welcomed by
the Catholic Monarchs. Colon marveled the court telling their Long and
dangerous adventure. He showed them some of his great discoveries: new food

products, wonderful objects, animals, the natives from the ndies...
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Adfter his first voyage to
Awmeriea, Colon madle
other three subsequent
trips.

Coléw died quietly on 20
May 1506, in Valladolid,
central Spain. He never
kwnew that he had discovered

a new contlinent.

/

‘ The four tnps o
ot Colon

Spain |
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it was Later when a friend of Colon, an
ttaltan navigator named AmEérieo

vespucio, assured that the (ndies

where Coldown had arrived, were actually

a wew — P
contLnent.  ( b AS
A L
Thewn evergowe started - ‘
\ l

calling América.
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That ts how thanks to Colén and his brave explorers, the
Ewropean ano Spanish culture travelled to América. Also
thanks to them, together with foodstuffs Like the
corw, potato, cocoa, tobacco, pepper, tomato. ..,
the first varieties of tropical fruits were

also brought to Europe and Spain.

You should always remember Colén fought
tiredlessly for defending his ideas and he
WEVEYr 9aVE UP.

You should also remenmber Spaiw was the
nation which bet for such an unrealistic

project in which nobody believed.

That is how it ends one of the world “s
most tmportant and dazzling

adventure.
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